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Section 3.—Cost of Living of Wage Earners. 
An index number of the cost of living in working men's families has been computed 

by the Department of Labour since 1913, and is published monthly intheLa&owr 
Gazette. This index is specifically designed for the purpose of measuring the trends of 
the cost of living for certain wage-earning classes with a somewhat lower standard of 
living than that which is measured by the Bureau of Statistics index number of retail 
prices, shown on page 780 of the present volume. This wage-earner's index number 
is used extensively in the fixation of "fair wages" on Government contracts and in the 
settlementof industrial disputes. An abridgement of this index is presented in Table 6. 

6.—Changes in the Cost of Living in Canada from 1913 to 19281. 
(Average prices in 1913 = 100). 
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"The figures for "all items" were calculated by giving the following weights to each group: Food 35 
p.c ; Fuel 8 p .c ; Rent 18s p .c , Clothing 18J p.c. and Sundries 20 p.c. 

2Revised. 


